Supply of corneal tissue in the United Kingdom
Within the last seven years in the UK there have been significant changes in the supply of corneal tissue for transplantation. Most ophthalmic surgeons here previously relied on local donors as their only source of tissue for corneal grafts. This meant that the grafts often had to be performed as emergency operations, and that excess tissue was wasted because of limited storage times and the lack of a simple routine mechanism for transferring the tissue to other hospitals. The likelihood of tissue matching for patients at high risk of immunological rejection was also severely limited. Some hospitals, notably Moorfields Eye Hospital in London and the Queen Victoria Hospital in East Grinstead, were able to schedule grafts by ensuring an adequate supply of tissue through well organised donor retrieval programmes and through the establishment of eye banks, but they were very much in the minority. The (Fig 1) . Overall, approximately 30% of corneas stored in organ culture are eventually discarded for a variety of reasons including inadequate endothelium, cause of donor's death, microbial contamination, and lack of HIV or hepatitis B tests (Fig 2) .
In 1986 a total of 59 organ cultured corneas were supplied through the Bristol eye bank to 11 hospitals. Since then there has been a substantial rise both in the numbers of corneas stored and distributed and in the number of participating hospitals. Within three years over 1500 corneas a year were being supplied through the Bristol eye bank to over 100 hospitals throughout the UK and Eire (Fig 3) . The average donor age between 1 January 1989 and 30 June 1990 was 53 years (SD 22-9, n= 1802) and that of tissue typed donors was 37 years (SD 16-6, n=469) (Fig 4) . During this period 26% of eye donors were tissue typed, and 80% of those tissue typed corneas were grafted into tissue matched recipients. Overall, the Bristol eye bank has supplied almost 4000 corneas for transplants in its first four years of operation.
One of the main factors in the success of this service has been the co-operation between the UKTS and the eye banks at Moorfields and East Grinstead, which use 40C storage 
